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WEBER, Willes H.

Willes (Bill) H. Weber died on August 24, 2017
after nearly 75 years of life well lived, being loved
and admired by all who knew him. He was
married to Kathleen (Barker) for 52 years and was
the love of her life. He was the most wonderful
father to Michael (38 years), father-in-law to
| Lindsey, and grandfather to Jane (3 years) and
Bennett (3 months). He was also a nurturinwlder
brother to Nancy Eubanks (CA) and James Weber
(MI). He was a renowned physicist in the area of
laser spectroscopy, a connoisseur of fine wine, an
avid fly fisherman, an accomplished bridge
7 glayer, a tenacious Scrabble player, and a skilled
aseball, volleyball and tennis player.

where he excelled as a student and athlete. He
| %raduated from Caltech in 1964 and received his

hD in physics from the University of Wigconsin
n 1968. Most of his career was spent at the Ford
Motor Company, Scientific Research Laboratory,
Dearborn, MI, where he pursued basic physics
esearch for 35 years. During this time he was also
an Adjunct Professor of Physics at the University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, where he and Kathy lived
and raised their son.

new chapter in their lives, with great new friends, new interests and
activities, and much better weather. Bill kept up with physics as editor of the
American Physical Society's Physical Review B through 2013. He was also
an active supporter of the Kavli Institute for Theoretical Physics at UCSB.

Bill volunteered at the Santa Barbara Maritime Museum and eventually
‘became the senior Captain of Ranger, the Museum's flagship, taking
hundreds of people over the years for cruises along the Santa Barbara coast.
He and Kathy supported the arts, including the Santa Barbara Symphony, the
Santa Barbara Museum of Art, and the Ensemble Theatre Company.

Bill's long and rewarding life was nevertheless cut too short by a serious
infection following what should have been routine surgery. The speed with
which this infection took his life is a terrible tragedy and a shock to us all.

Cremation has taken place, and a celebration of his life will be held at a
later date. The family requests that, in lieu of flowers or other tributes,
donations in his name be made to the Ranger Restoration Fund, Santa
Barbara Maritime Museum, 113 Harbor Way, Santa Barbara, CA 93109.

Obituary notices are published daily in the
Santa Barbara News-Press and
also appear on our website: www.newspress.com
Text can be submitted by email to obits@newspress.com,

faxed to (805) 966-1421, or brought in to our De La Guerra Plaza office. -
Please include: name, address and contact phone number.

All obituaries must be prepaid. We accept all major credit cards by phone, or -
payment can be made at our office. The cost is approximately $6.00 per/line daily
S and $6.35 per/line Sunday plus $25 per photo*, **,
* All obituaries include-a $40 Service fee.

#*Ask our representative about Spotlighting your obituary online for an additional $10.
A line consists of approximately 75 characters, which include spaces & punctuation
without a photo and 40-55 characters with a photo. Photos can be submitted digitally
(jpeg format/at least 200 dpi) or an original can be brought into our office for scanning.
For further information, please call 564-5249.

* Early deadline for Labor Day: : :
Friday, Sept. 1 thru Tuesday, Sept. 5 is Thursday, Aug. 31 at 11 am.

The deadline for Tuesday-Friday’s edition is 12 noon the previous day.
Saturday, Sunday and Monday’s edition deadline is at 3 p.m. on Thursday.

Free Death Notices must be submitted by your mortuary. The News-Press can not accept
Death Notices from individuals, please consult your mortuary.
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 Please email Death Notices to: news@newspress.com.
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Bill was born-in Reno, NV, on September 22, 1942,

_ After retiring in 2004, he and Kathy moved to Santa Barbara and started a |
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